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Principal Leadership Academy Taps Bill Kennedy As Interim Director

Long-time Hamilton County educator steps smoothly into 6-month leadership role

Chattanooga, TN – Tom Edd Wilson, president & CEO of the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce and Chairman of the Board of the Principal Leadership Academy (PLA), announced today that Bill Kennedy has taken over the reins of the PLA on a six-month interim basis while the PLA Board conducts a search for a permanent director.  Kennedy is Public Education Foundation Director of Secondary Initiatives, and has been deeply involved with school leadership training and development of the Principal Leadership Academy.  

Hamilton County schools Superintendent Rick Smith is pleased with Kennedy’s appointment.  “Bill Kennedy is well-known and well-respected among Hamilton County educators,” says Smith.  “He will bring important insight to the process of preparing educators to become principals, and he will be able to keep the Academy running full-speed without lag time for a learning curve.”

Kennedy is a native of Chattanooga, and holds a B.S. in Education from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and an M.A. in Education (focused on Secondary Administration and Supervision) from Tennessee Tech.  He has been an educator since 1976, when he began his teaching career in a math classroom at Tyner High School.  He served as assistant principal at Dalewood Junior High and Chattanooga School for the Arts and Sciences (CSAS), then served as principal of CSAS from 1992 to 2002.  

Kennedy joined PEF in 2002 to lead high school reform efforts under the Schools for a New Society initiative, and has been a key figure in PEF’s work in both leadership training and college access and success.  From 2009-11 he also worked as a consultant and lead facilitator for the Principally Speaking Network in Madison County, Madison City and Huntsville, AL public school districts.  In 
2009-10 Kennedy worked with Hamilton County school district leaders to provide a series of workshops for aspiring principals that were the precursor to the Principal Leadership Academy.
Designed to help prepare aspiring principals for the challenges of leading a school, the Academy is the result of a partnership between the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce, Hamilton County schools, the Public Education Foundation and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.

The Chattanooga business community has embraced the PLA as an important investment for improving Hamilton County schools, and has stepped up with both funding and hands-on assistance.  Twenty-four business executives are currently serving as leadership mentors to graduates of the 2011 PLA as well as the current class of PLA participants.  

Unum is a major donor to the PLA and several Unum executives are serving as leadership mentors.  Says Senior Vice President of Investor Relations Tom White:  “I’ve known Bill Kennedy personally for a number of years.  He will be a great fit for this job, and I’m happy to see him come on board with this important work.”

The Principal Leadership Academy provided training for 13 aspiring principals during 2010-11, six of whom were appointed as principals after they graduated from the PLA in May. Ten more educators are currently enrolled in the program, which meets once per month and covers the wide variety of topics with which principals must grapple: human resources, finances, instructional leadership, data analysis, facility management and public relations. 
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