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Contact:  Frances Haman-Prewitt

For Immediate Release

423-710-1775
College Advisors Helped by BlueCross, Anonymous Donor
Contribution will buy laptops to boost college advising
Chattanooga, TN – The Public Education Foundation announced today that it has received checks totaling $11,000 from BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee Community Trust and an anonymous donor to be used in the purchase of laptop computers for 16 college advisors who work in Hamilton County high schools.  BlueCross contributed $7,000, and a concerned citizen contributed another $4,000 so that every high school college advisor could have a computer that is appropriate to the demands of the job.
 “PEF’s college advisors serve an important role in helping increase the number of Hamilton County students who enroll in college,” says Ron Harr, BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee’s Senior Vice President of Human Resources and Public Affairs.  “We are pleased that we can support their work in this way.”  
The college advisors are part of PEF’s College Access and Success Initiative in which PEF partners with Hamilton County schools to place part-time college advisors in every high school in the district.  These advisors work closely with high school counselors to provide encouragement, information and advice to students.  They help students who are already planning to go to college, but also work hard to increase the number enrolling in college by reaching out to first generation students and those who are unsure of their college eligibility.  
“These laptops fill a real need,” says PEF Director of Secondary School Initiatives Bill Kennedy.  “We have purchased access to a wonderful college planning software called Naviance that allows students, parents and counselors to track all aspects of the college application process, including transcript requests, college searches, scholarship searches and awards, recommendations and financial aid information.    With new laptops, college advisors can take full advantage of what Naviance offers as well as reach more students - which will have an impact on college-going and success.  We are extremely grateful to both of these donors for their help.”

In addition to employing college advisors, PEF’s College Access and Success Initiative provides several other programs to help students enroll in college.  These include Camp College, Passport Scholars, KnowHow2Go and a website devoted to information about college-going, PEFmap2college.org.  For more information, visit www.pefchattanooga.org/CollegeAccess .

About BlueCross

BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee offers its clients peace of mind through affordable solutions for health and healing, life and living. Founded in 1945, the Chattanooga-based company is focused on reinventing the health plan for both its 3 million Tennessee-based members as well as consumers across the country. Through its integrated health management approach, BlueCross is developing patient-centric products and services that positively impact affordability, patient safety and quality. BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee Inc. is an independent licensee of the BlueCross BlueShield Association. For more information, visit the company's website at www.bcbst.com. 
About PEF

The Public Education Foundation partners with Hamilton County Schools to help students succeed by offering professional training and coaching for teachers, principals and administrators; human and financial resources to promote research-based innovation; and research that promotes continuous achievement. Since 2000, PEF has helped to bring over $60 million in supplemental, philanthropic funding to the school system. 
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