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A Boost for Reading and Writing
120 middle school teachers join workshop with Columbia U expert
With a constant focus on improving student achievement, the Public Education Foundation is hosting a workshop to help middle school principals and teachers boost student skills in reading and writing on Monday, April 6 from 8:30 to 3:00 at Tyner United Methodist Church.
The workshop will be conducted by Mary Ehrenworth, Deputy Director for Middle Schools at the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project at Columbia University.  Ms. Ehrenworth oversees the Project's work with middle school teachers, coaches, and principals and is the author of Looking to Write (Heinemann, 2003) and The Power of Grammar (Heinemann, 2005). She is a frequent keynote speaker at Project events and national conferences. 
“Last month a group of Hamilton County school leaders went to New York where they visited middle schools and Columbia Teachers’ College and attended workshops focused on the Reading and Writing Project,” says Ismahen Kangles, PEF Director of Middle Schools for a New Society.  “It was a wonderful learning experience, and we are delighted to be able to bring Mary Ehrenworth to Hamilton County.”

Monday morning’s first session will focus on “Teaching Adolescent Writers to Write with Independence and Passion” and an afternoon session will feature “An Introduction to Independent Reading,” along with other sessions on related topics.    
With funding from the Lyndhurst and National Education Association Foundations, Middle Schools for a New Society is in the third year of a four-year reform effort that is focused on moving middle school students from proficient to advanced in math and language arts.  From 2005 to 2008, the percentage of middle school students scoring advanced in language arts jumped from 30% to 43%, and in math from 30% to 42%.
About PEF

The Public Education Foundation partners with Hamilton County Schools to help students succeed by offering professional training and coaching for teachers, principals and administrators; human and financial resources to promote research-based innovation; and research that promotes continuous achievement. Since 2000, PEF has helped to bring over $50 million in supplemental, philanthropic funding to the school system. 

Agenda follows.

#####

MIDDLE SCHOOLS FOR A NEW SOCIETY
Tyner United Methodist Church
Monday, April 6, 2009 

8:30 A.M. – 3:00 P.M.

Introduction to the Reading and Writing Project
Presenter: 
Mary Ehrenworth, Deputy Director for Middle Schools at The Teachers College Reading and Writing Project, Columbia University

Agenda

8:30 A.M.

Welcome and Introductions


Ismahen Kangles




Writing Workshop: Teaching Adolescent 

Mary Ehrenworth
Writers to Write With Independence and Passion 





10:30 A.M.

Break
10:45 A.M.

Planning Writing Curricula Across the Year, 




Across Disciplines and Across Grades
12:00 P.M.

Lunch
1:00 P.M.

An Introduction to Independent Reading
2:15 P.M.

Instructional Supports for Workshop 
3:00 P.M.
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