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Two Grants Boost College Access Efforts
Ongoing work expands to include peer mentors, middle schools
The Public Education Foundation announces two new grants to supplement work already in progress at Hamilton County schools.
The Tennessee Higher Education Commission has awarded $155,000 over two years to PEF to establish a peer mentoring program for targeted high school juniors at Ooltewah High, Hixson High, Central High and Howard School of Academics and Technology.  Sixteen college mentors—four graduates from each of these high schools—will return to their alma maters to work with eight to ten students each.  This program aims to reach beyond students who are highly likely to go to college and add to their ranks students from low-income families or with lower grades or test scores who might need extra help to successfully realize their hopes of going to college.  
In addition to the peer mentoring component, the THEC program will include:

· A “college bonanza” day to provide information on college admission and financial aid for students and their parents;

· A four-week career/workforce development program organized by the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by eight major employers in Hamilton County;

· Individualized analysis of pre-ACT scores and subsequent ACT preparation;

· A “pay it forward” component which pairs the mentees, during their senior year, with 9th graders in their high schools. 
A second 2-year grant of $150,000 from the Public Education Network (PEN), with funding through the Lumina Foundation’s KnowHow2Go campaign, will expand college counseling to students in grades 8-10.  Encouraging students to think about college at an earlier age is likely to increase their chances of enrolling and succeeding in college.  Target middle schools will include Hixson, Brown, East Lake and East Ridge - schools chosen in part because they are feeder schools for the high schools involved with the THEC grant.  Major activities will include:

· A significant increase in support for and communication with middle school counselors and teachers;

· Significant programming, including college tours and financial aid presentations, for students AND parents

· Greater interaction among community organizations such as PEF, Gear Up, and Girls Inc.
· Tie-in to the Lumina Foundation’s KnowHow2Go media campaign, as well as the use of Facebook and other new technologies to reach students and their families
Partners in this work will include the Hamilton County Department of Education; the College Access Center; the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga; Chattanooga State Technical Community College; the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce; Gear Up Tennessee; the Urban League and Girls Inc.  Most of these organizations have already been striving to increase the number of students who are able to go to college through their work with the Partnership for College Access and Success (PCAS).  Through the efforts of PCAS, part-time college advisors have been funded for each Hamilton County public high school, school counselors have been provided with professional development opportunities, and outreach has been conducted with students and parents to learn about the college application and financial aid processes.
The Public Education Foundation partners with Hamilton County Schools to help students succeed by offering professional training and coaching for teachers, principals and administrators; human and financial resources to promote research-based innovation; and research that promotes continuous achievement. Since 2000, PEF has helped to bring over $50 million in supplemental, philanthropic funding to the school system. 
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