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March 30, 2009
Contact:  Frances Haman-Prewitt

For Immediate Release

423-648-4442

College Bonanza to Help Students Overcome Barriers to Higher Ed

Over 100 rising high school juniors are expected to attend the first College Bonanza at UTC on Tuesday, March 31, from 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Students will hear a panel of representatives from various nearby colleges, tour the UTC campus, and learn about applying for admission and financial aid.  

In the afternoon, they will meet their mentors – local college students who graduated from targeted Hamilton County high schools and can give peer-to-peer advice on getting into and staying in college.  Sixteen mentors will spend the next two years working closely with 8-10 students each.  The high school students have been selected from Ooltewah High, Hixson High, Central High and Howard School for Academics and Technology. 
College Bonanza is being funded by the Public Education Foundation through a grant from the Tennessee Higher Education Commission.  Its goal is to improve college access and retention, especially for students from low-income families or with lower grades or test scores who might need extra help to successfully realize their hopes of going to college.

In addition to the College Bonanza and peer mentoring components, the THEC program will include:

· A four-week career/workforce development program organized by the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by eight major employers in Hamilton County;

· Individualized analysis of pre-ACT scores and subsequent ACT preparation;

· A “pay it forward” component which pairs the mentees, during their senior year, with 9th graders in their high schools. 

Partners in this work will include the Hamilton County Department of Education; the College Access Center; the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga; Chattanooga State Technical Community College; the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce; Gear Up Tennessee; the Urban League and Girls Inc.  Most of these organizations have already been striving to increase the number of students who are able to go to college through their work with the Partnership for College Access and Success (PCAS).  Through the efforts of PCAS, part-time college advisors have been funded for each Hamilton County public high school, school counselors have been provided with professional development opportunities, and outreach has been conducted with students and parents to learn about the college application and financial aid processes.
The Public Education Foundation partners with Hamilton County Schools to help students succeed by offering professional training and coaching for teachers, principals and administrators; human and financial resources to promote research-based innovation; and research that promotes continuous achievement. Since 2000, PEF has helped to bring over $50 million in supplemental, philanthropic funding to the school system. 
Agenda follows.

########

Tentative Schedule for College Bonanza

Tuesday March 31, 2009

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

100 students and 16 mentors from Howard, Ooltewah, Hixson, and Central High Schools

9:15- 9:45
Welcome/ Introduction (with GPA game)

Auditorium

9:45- 11:00
Admissions Basics & Panel



Auditorium

11:00-12:15
Sessions 1 & 2
/ Tour
(2 schools on tour)

Classroom/ comp lab

12:15- 1:00
Lunch

1:00- 2:15
Sessions 1 & 2/ Tour
(2 schools on tour)

Classroom/ comp lab

2:15- 2:45
Financial Aid 





Auditorium

2:45- 3:15
Meet Your Mentor 




Auditorium

3:15- 3:30
Refreshments

3:30

Board bus

Break Out Sessions (30 minutes each)

Two rooms to be rotated between four groups of 35; will need one room to be a computer lab


Sessions: College Search and Self-Survey/ Campus Tour
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