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Release Date: July 18, 2007
Contact:  Frances Haman-Prewitt, 423-648-4442

 or Danielle Clark, 423-209-8615

Subject
Benwood Foundation Grant – Phase Two

Grantees
A joint grant to Public Education Foundation and Hamilton County Department of Education.
Amount
$7,289,210

Term
5 years (July 2007 through June 2012)
Vision 
All elementary students experience high expectations, rigorous curriculum, superior teaching, welcoming and focused schools, articulated programs from grade to grade and level to level, and extensive community support.
Goals

By 2012, in the 16 schools participating in the second phase,

· 100% of 5th graders will score proficient in reading and the percentage of students scoring “advanced” will have increased by at least 25 percentage points.

· 100% of 5th graders will score “proficient” in math and the percentage of students scoring “advanced” will have increased by at least 25 percentage points.

· 100% of 5th graders will score in the “competent to outstanding” range on the Tennessee writing exam.

· In reading and mathematics, every school will earn a grade of “A,” denoting exemplary progress, in the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System

· Every child will be promoted from 5th grade to middle school as a strong reader, a good writer, and a skilled solver of a wide range of math problems

By 2012, in all elementary schools, these will be the accepted goals and each school will be well on the way to achieving them, benefiting from the successes and lessons learned from Phases I and II of the Benwood Initiative.
Alpine Crest Elementary, 400 Stagg Road, Chattanooga
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Principal: Karen Day

Birchwood Elementary, 5623 Hwy 60, Birchwood

Principal: Julie Legg

Brown Academy for Classical Studies, 718 East 8th Street, Chattanooga

Principal: Lea Ann Burk

Harrison Elementary, 5637 Hwy 58 North, Harrison

Principal: Vikki Allen
Hixson Elementary, 5950 Winding Lane, Hixson

Principal: Sandra Jerardi

Rivermont Elementary, 3330 Hixson Pike, Chattanooga

Principal: Lisa Kerns

Spring Creek Elementary, 1100 Spring Creek Road, Chattanooga
Principal: Paula Burgner

Red Bank Elementary, 1100 Mountain Creek Road, Chattanooga
Principal: Stephanie Hinton


Phase Two schools were selected based on:

· The percentage of students scoring “advanced” in language arts and math and scores on the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System

· Capacity for growth
· The percentage of third graders scoring proficient or advanced in reading rose from 53% in 2003 to 73% in 2006

· All eight Benwood schools made dramatic gains in all subjects – some of the highest gains in the state – and five of the schools received all A’s (denoting exceptional progress) on the state’s value-added (TVAAS) report card in 2006.
· Teacher retention has improved: the number of new teachers per year has changed from 68 in 2002 to 28 in 2006.

· The initiative has been widely recognized as a national model for urban elementary reform.
· Countywide, all elementary schools now use some of the methods and strategies pioneered in Benwood Schools to promote student literacy and to assess student progress.

Calvin Donaldson Elementary, 927 West 37th Street, Chattanooga
Principal: Valerie Brown
Clifton Hills Elementary, 1815 East 32nd Street, Chattanooga
Principal: Krystal Scarbrough
East Lake Elementary, 3600 13th Avenue, Chattanooga
Principal: Neelie Parker
East Side Elementary, 1603 S. Lyerly Street, Chattanooga
Principal: Emily Baker
Hardy Elementary, 2100 Glass Street, Chattanooga
Principal: Natalie Elder
Hillcrest Elementary, 4302 Bonny Oaks Drive, Chattanooga
Principal: Katrina Lawrence
Orchard Knob Elementary, 400 N. Orchard Knob Avenue, Chattanooga
Principal: Marthel Young
Woodmore Elementary, 800 Woodmore Lane, Chattanooga
Principal: Visa Harper
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