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Letter to the editors

County, PEF in step for improving schools 

   I serve on former Sen. Bill Frist’s SCORE steering committee with Tom Kinser, who wrote an article for the Times Free Press on Sunday (Aug. 16). Tom gave an urgent call to action for Tennesseans to address the weaknesses of our education system, and we at PEF agree completely. 
   We were pleased, but not surprised, to find that several reforms suggested in SCORE’s interim report are already under way here in Hamilton County. With a close partnership between Hamilton County schools and PEF, we are: 
   Working with Gov. Phil Bredesen to raise graduation requirements and academic standards and help teachers meet them. 
   Developing a teacher residency program to recruit and train high quality math and science teachers. 
   Providing consistent, ongoing professional development that makes a real difference for teachers. 
   Using data to set goals, identify strengths and weaknesses, and tailor solutions to address them. 
   Working to develop a Principals’ Academy to help upcoming principals be prepared for the challenges of running a school. 
   Working to improve rates of college-going for high school students. 
   Learn more about this work at www.PEFChattanooga.org and join us as we strive to improve student achievement in Hamilton County public schools. 
   DAN CHALLENER 
   President, Public Education Foundation
