Rick Stiggins/Leadership Release
July 11, 2007
Page 2 of 3

[image: image1.jpg]


                                                                                                   

July 11, 2007
Contact:  Diana Green
For Immediate Release
Director, Leadership Initiative



423-648-4444
Rick Stiggins to Keynote Hamilton County Leadership Institute
Chattanooga Area Educators to Hear from Assessment Expert 

at 10th Annual Event
Dr. Rick Stiggins will be the featured speaker at the annual Leadership Retreat of Hamilton County educators July 16-17 at the Marriott Cool Springs in Franklin. Dr. Stiggins is widely regarded as the leading expert in the use of assessment programs to improve student achievement.
The Leadership Institute, which is co-hosted by the Hamilton County Department of Education and Chattanooga’s Public Education Foundation (PEF), brings together approximately 300 public school leaders – principals, assistant principals, leadership fellows, teacher leaders, central office personnel – to hear about and discuss best practices in public education. The event is funded by PEF with generous support from the Annenberg Foundation.

Over the past decade, the Leadership Institutes have been an important part of Hamilton County schools’ ambitious and successful reform initiatives. The Schools for a New Society initiative won funding from the Carnegie Corporation as well as from PEF for innovative high school programs. PEF and Chattanooga’s Benwood Foundation funded elementary school reform aimed at having all students reading at grade level by the end of the 3rd grade; and the Middle Schools for a New Society initiative kicked off last year with funding from PEF and the Lyndhurst Foundation, another Chattanooga-based philanthropic group. Throughout the reforms, the institutes have provided a forum for discussing the initiatives and learning from them.
Dr. Stiggins is the founder and CEO of the Assessment Training Institute (ATI) which merged with the Educational Testing Service (ETS) in 2006. According to the ATI website: “Since 1992, Dr. Stiggins and ATI have been dedicated to maximizing student learning, confidence, and motivation by helping teachers and administrators meet the challenges of both classroom and standard assessment. With his technical expertise and his commitment to student success, Dr. Stiggins has helped schools around the world implement better assessment programs that have lead to dramatic increases in student achievement.”

Dr. Stiggins has served as a district assessment director and director of test development for the American College Testing Program, and senior program director of the Centers of Classroom Assessment at the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory. He has served on the faculties of Michigan State University, the University of Minnesota, and Lewis and Clark College and has been a visiting scholar at Stanford University. He received his Ph.D. in Educational Measurement from Michigan State University. 

Dan Challener, president of the Public Education Foundation, said Dr. Stiggins is perfectly suited to the Hamilton County leadership group. “We are totally committed to the idea that assessment can and should be more than just a punishment-and-reward tool. Rick Stiggins can give us some real insight into how to best use it to accelerate student achievement, and it’s especially timely given the BEP formula revisions and the Governor’s emphasis on accountability,” said Dr. Challener.

Diana Green, the director of PEF’s Leadership Initiative, said Dr. Stiggins approach to “formative assessment” will be important for the school leaders to hear. “These days, so much emphasis is placed on testing to achieve school and district benchmarks rather than to assess whether students are learning. Dr. Stiggins’ approach is totally student-centered, helping us understand what children are learning day-to-day. He emphasizes assessment for learning rather than assessment of learning, and there is a huge difference in the benefit for the student,” said Ms. Green.
Institute attendees will also hear from Cassandra Erkens, Jackie Walsh and Beth Sattes. Ms. Erkens is president of Anam Cara Consulting. Dr. Walsh and Ms Sattes are co-developers of QUILT, Questioning and Understanding to Improve Learning and Thinking.
The Institute, which is in its 10th year, will last for two days. Attendees qualify for credits from the Tennessee Academy of School Leadership (TASL).
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