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Third Annual Literacy Institute
to be Held at Howard May 30-31
Author Kelly Gallagher to Deliver Keynote Address
Hamilton County literacy teachers will gather on Wednesday and Thursday, May 30 and 31, at the Howard School of Academics and Technology for the third annual Literacy Institute.
Kelly Gallagher, a Stenhouse author of several acclaimed books on literacy and reading, will be the keynote speaker at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday morning. Mr. Gallagher’s titles include Teaching Adolescent Writers, Reading Reasons, and Deeper Reading: Comprehending Challenging Texts, 4-12.

The institute, which is presented in partnership by the Hamilton County Department of Education and the Public Education Foundation, is intended to give the school literacy lead teachers the latest tools and strategies they need to improve student reading and literacy across all content areas – including math, science, and social studies.
In addition to Mr. Gallagher, many Hamilton County educators will be sharing their expertise in sessions on a variety of subjects including improving math through literacy; using assessment to help students understand their subject matter; and teaching students to read and understand non-fiction as well as fiction.  Literacy leaders from Red Bank High, Ooltewah Middle, Battle Academy, East Brainerd Elementary and others will be leading breakout sessions.  

According to PEF president Dan Challener, much of the foundation’s recent focus has been on literacy. “Understanding the best ways to get our students to read, and then retain what they have read, lays the foundation for their ability to learn. This institute was created to give Hamilton County teachers opportunities to learn the best practices in literacy education from both local and national experts,” said Dr. Challener. 
Hamilton County School Superintendent, Dr Jim Scales, sees the Literacy Institute as a critical step toward achieving the school system’s goals. “Literacy is about so much more than being able to read. It’s about comprehending and applying what you have read. For that reason, literacy lies at the heart of every academic pursuit, whether it’s literature or math or science,” Dr. Scales said.

Dr. Scales added that improving student literacy is a key tool for reaching the goals of HCDE’s Strategic Plan 2011 which calls for increasing graduation rates, ACT scores, and the number of students who score “advanced” on state exams.  
Diana Green, Director of PEF’s Leadership Initiative, said the institute content has been tailored to local educators. “We asked the teachers what they wanted to learn and then designed the breakout sessions to address their interests,” said Ms. Green. Breakout topics will include Elementary Literacy, Vocabulary Strategies, Writing, and Literacy in Mathematics. 
The institute is limited to Hamilton County school teachers, and each school may register up to five participants. The institute is made possible by funding from the Annenberg Foundation to the Public Education Foundation and is provided at no cost to the school system or the participants. 
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